Marley Flooring

Generally 1.2mm Thick Dance Floor Roll (some rolls are reversible)
Low-Reflection Vinyl Marley Dance Flooring for Practice and Performance of Countless Dance
Styles

Marley flooring provides a smooth dance vinyl floor surface (a mat) but does not provide any
cushioning for dancers as it has a semi-matte and non-skid finish atop the vinyl, which is
perfect for use with ballet slippers. A roll of Marley flooring will have thickness measurement
options between about 1.5 mm (which is about 0.06 inches) to roughly 3 mm (about 0.12
inches).

Available from many sources including www.amazom.com , https://www.greatmats.com/

Pricing — Varies — roughly $1.80 to $2.70 per/square foot depending on what’s ordered

How did Marley Flooring get its Name?

| learned that in the dance industry, the term “Marley” describes just about any roll-out “vinyl”
floor used as a dance surface. The name first came about by a business named “The Marley
Company” in England which made vinyl floor, wall and roof products mostly for construction.
They developed a thin reversible vinyl black/gray flexible floor called “Stageflor,” the first ever
vinyl dance surface.

The story goes that in the 1960’s one of the executives of Marley had a daughter who was a
professional dancer in Europe. She complained to her father that at every theater they went to,
they’d wind up on a wooden floor that was different from the last one they’d used. It was very
difficult for the company to perform on all these different surfaces. So he invented the product.
From that time through 1979, The Marley Company was the sole creator of dancing vinyl
surfaces in the world. Slowly other companies started replicating this fantastic product and
producing more color and texture options for dancers, companies, and schools. Today actual
Marley floors are no longer available, but the name “Marley” stuck.

Common Myths about Marley Flooring

In my research | also discovered some of the myths I’'ve heard about vinyl dance floors are not
true!

1. Myth: It’s necessary to use rosin on Marley floors to help with slip. NOPE. Vinyl floors

are designed to provide a specific amount of controlled slip without any additional
materials, such as rosin. Each floor has a certain amount of slip it will allow, which
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should be one of the factors considered when buying the floor. Using rosin can actually
make Marley floors more slippery over time.

2. Myth: You should mop Marley with coke to add “grip to the floor.” FALSE. Coke just
attracts dust, dirt and bugs which makes the floor slicker. Cleaning the floor with a
neutral pH cleaner designed to clean vinyl flooring will help restore the factory finish
and return the floor to its original state of grip/slip.

3. Myth: Marley floors are expensive. As Scrooge would say — Bah Humbug! Not only are
vinyl dance floors more affordable than you think. They’re also available anywhere in
the world.

Now You Know!

We live in a golden age of dance floors. Dance floors have never been so safe, studied, and
perfected and “Marley” is seen in almost every studio and performance venue you could visit.
In our efforts to learn more about our craft, | have never been educated about the floors I’'m
performing on. Here’s to changing that! What’s the only instrument you must have to dance?
The floor! Without the floor, you’re not dancing. The better the floor, the more you can do, the
longer you last, and the greater you’re dancing. Win win win!
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